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:'\'oTJ·:.- )h•moirs wiiiiJ t> t'(' )1J'odm:ecl in the ,·nltlll lt'~ .. r 'l 'rolt.wtcfi,ll.-<. Any info rlllatiou 
"lllch wil l amplif~· t he I'et·on l~ a.~ here printed , o r col'l'ect any eJTur~. ~laould be forwlU'd~>tl 
to tlw ~~·cr·t•tn r·y pl'i•ll' to thP linal publicatio n . 

lit YIX(~ 11 .\1\'KI NS, Assoc. lU. Am. Sut·. ('. E.* 

Dum l\L>\HCil 14Tu, 1911. 

lning llrnYkin~ w<.~ :-; Lurn on a farm in 'outh H aven, Long I sland, 
on D c<·cmber 14th, 1SG3. When be was fourteen Y<'<U S of age his 
fathel' died, and be was oLliged to leave school and as:;ist on the farm. 
Later, he took up the trade of a brick mason. From his early you th 
Nr. H awkins was a student, and though employed during the day, he 
spcn t his CYenings with his books. H e deeply regretted having to 
gi,·e up school, for it was his desire to become an engineer. A sub
stantinl dam on the old farm, built by his older brother, :Mr. E. C. 
IIa\\·kins, now Chief Engineer and General Manager of the ~!organ
Guggenheim Copper Hiver and Northwestern R ailway, in Alaska, and 
him elf, \Yhen he was fou rteen years old, still stands to a ttest their 
bent for engineering. 

Tt was not until 1891, however, that Mr. Hawkins really took up 
cng-in{'('ring as his life work, but f rom that time he constantly fol
lo"'ed his profe;;sio11 with success. His first employment was as Clwin 
man on irrigation work in \Vyoming, but he soon forged ahead as 
Hodm an, Computer, and Levelman on surveys and construction on 
other large irrigation works in Idaho and Colorado. 

Tll J anuar.v, 1895, he returned E as t and rema ined a yenr with Mr. 
E mmett F. Smith, a Civil Engineer, of P atchog ue, L I., who says 
of him: "A man of sterling worth and integrity-nothing fo r show 
or for self-pure gold." 

F rom January, 1 90, to the fa11 of 1898, Mr. Hawkins was employed 
with lhc New York State Corps of Engineers on canal and high
way work. F or the remainder of 1898 he was with the Uni ted States 
Dec•p \V nterwa,v Service, on the Champlain Di vision . 

. \ ftcr pending SC\'eral months in the office of J. V. Davies, l\I. Am . 
. oc. U. E ., 11Ir. Hawkins, in the spring of 1 99, took up railroad 
con:,t ruction work in \Vest Virginia, remaining in that ection from 
June, 1 99, to June, 1902. During this period he was entrusted with 
highly rc ponsible work, and acquitted himself creditably. 

In 1902 he entered the wri ter's service and remained with him 
until J 900, dlll·ing which period be was cons t..Hltly in re::;ponsihle 

* 1\lemuir prepared vy A lexander· PoltA•t·, A>il:Wc. l\1. A rn . ~oc. C. E. 
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ehargP. 1\ mu11g other ·work entrusted to him, he 1s enti tlcJ to t he 
<.: rc·di t Jm the remnrknbl~· clo~e resu l t · in line and g rade in lmilding 
<l :~ ;,(Jt i-Jt. tm111el, 4 in. fini ~lwtl di:1t11eter, <.1nd <.lri,·en thr011gh water
h··~t riug- drift UJHIPr <Ill' prt·:-\~llre. The ._mall siz<.: of the locks, shaft, 
:t wl tut11H' l Jll:l<le pr<'l' l:-'<.' \\'CJrk di ttil'ult, ;yet l he IH' fH.lings met 
"' itbi tt ~ in. 

In wlwtt·n~r branch of t>ng: tlleC'r lng ~fr. Jin,Ykin:::; wns f'ng:aged, 
tht• S<llll<.' t lJUroughncs::; <·hnr:lC't<: riz<:d h is work. H e wn~ nt his best, 
hmn•n·r. 0 11 outside wo 1·k. 

In Dt' <.'l'lllbcr. 1\.!0t:, lw \\'t-Ilt t11 ~nllto D omingo, in t:hn rgc of n topo
g r;tph i<· s uiT<.·~· for thilt t·t tUt lt r.r. lie J'<.' JlJ Hined there Hn t il Deeember, 
1\JOU, h.v whi<·h tinw 1'('\'olll tinn, disen:-\<.', nnd flood had dc<·imated his 
p;lrt,\'. mul lw d lll :Hh· ]i,· ing in t hn t <.·um1t ry so uneu d111'~1 hl e t hat he 
rdtJJ'lH.'<l to .New York. 

~lwrth· :rftvr hi :-; J'ctu rn, .JI1·. IInwkills \V;t:-; m:nTied to .J[iss Jl'nnie C. 
0\'e rt on, (If l~;J~·port. L I. 

The l'X Jw:-:\11'( ' iu Santo D n111i11go, wh i<:h had robbed h im of his co
wo J·kt · r~. t:ll'dilJ· eh1i111f'd him a ~ a Yiet.im~ fo r in the spring of 1910, 
nftPJ' " ·nrking- fo r a \'CQ' shor t time with the As toria Light, Heat 
nwl P u\\'e r C'olllp<lll,\' , 0 11 Loug lsbnd, he sufferL•d f rom a 11ervous 
hrt •nkd (,WJI, f ro1u whit'h lte HeYer full.v reco \'e red. lie lwd imp roved 
so mtwlt, lwwcnw, by l\1 :ul'h, 1 !lll. tlmt his ph,ys ieinns were of the 
c,pilriotl tlint lw l'fHl ld shnrt.l.v tnkc 11p his work ag<Jin. On :March 
1-J.tlt. ltc n\'l'\·er, wlt il<' ont for a walk nlong the rnih·ond s<.>VPl':ll mi les 
;JI)(,\'(' 1\illg~tCJl l, ~. Y .. wh<·n· he· \\'H~ stopping nt the ti m<>, he :-st epped 
ntf tlw tr:wk tu allow <1 tn·ight t rnin to pn;-;:-: nnd wns \':111g ht b~' a 
tlyiug- t•xpr<·:-:s enming frunt t lH· oppn:-:itt• diredion, :wd n1tun::::t in
:-- tan t],,· k i I It: d. 

Un1vful. indu~t 1 · i uu;-;, nttl'llti\'l' to lnt:,:i Jt l'~~. tlwronghl~· trustworthy, 
<l l \!1 rigid !~· <ll Hl ruggr>d]y honl'~t. ~ lr. lbwkin:-:; :dwn;\·:-: <'uJntn nndcd 
and rPt n i nr cl t lw J'( ' S JH'd illtd c·ot didt •ll<'<! oJ those fo r whom lw workc•<l 
:md of thn:-:u wlto \\'Ol'k l'd fn1· hi 111. 11 i~ e:1nli na l <·ha r:WtP I'istil' ... were 
Ull~vl!ishJw:-:~ :1 11d rig·id dP\'oti1111 to d11t.y. 

i\11 t hl·oug-IJ hi:-: wo t·k ~ J r. Jl:mk ius fe lt nud e xp J'<' :o.::·wd dt •Pp grati:fi 
, .~1tiuu th;lt it all'~trdt•d nppurtt tni 1 il':-: to nwkc li ving t·n tJdit ions t•nsi(• r, 
hl'nlt lt i(•J', :IJHI 11\'ttcor. En·r,,·thing t h:t t tl' ndl'd town rd t hv npli:fting 
11l ltlllt l:lllits npJwnl<-'d ttJ him, nud l)ec·:JliH' of thnt 1'<11111' hi :-: g'l'l':lt lo\'e 
for hi :-: work :\ ~ lilt l'\·idl'l ll'<' of hi~ httm:me i11tc•n•st. I tt> \\'il:-: a lll('lll

hc·r 11f dt<.> H<·cl ( ' ros:-: ~··~·it·l,,·. nnd :tl ;-;n :l na·mbl'r uf t l ~c· :\ nt inJJ:d Ch ild 
Lnb11r < ' , •lltll tith·t>. 

llt • is ~ lt l'\' i\·1·d ),.Y l1i s widfl\\', t\\' t ) ], rotht•r:-:, E. C. Jl:l\rki tJ:,; alld 

EllttliPit ~. ll nwki n :-:. :tltd :t ~istl\ J', _\Irs. 1>. I•'. UltJ\'('1' . 
• \lt·. J l:t \\'kins wns t·ledl'd :ut ,\s:-:cwi:li<' Jl t•JJl}wr of tiH· Ameri<.'nll 

ScH"id~· of ( ' i,·i l Engiuc ·<' l's cnr J l :l,\' litlt, UIO.':). 


